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From January 25 to June 8, 2025, the Kunsthaus Zug’s exhibition “Image & Word —
Artistic-literary references in the Collection” — as its title suggests — will explore the
fascinating dialogue between words and the visual arts, taking as its starting point
selected works from its own collection. Particular highpoints will be new purchases and
donations that will be shown for the first-ever time, including works from the estate of
Peter and Christine Kamm and from the Max von Moos Foundation, and a donation by
Dieter Schwarz.

Curated by Jana Bruggmann

“I believe every artist has to be a poet”, wrote Egon Schiele in a letter in 1918. We don’t need to
go that far to recognise that the relationship between words and images has been a
productive one since the Modernist era. The exhibition “Image & Word” will trace this diverse,
open, exciting field using works from the Collection of the Kunsthaus Zug. Its highpoints will
include new purchases and donations that will be shown for the first-ever time, including
works from the estate of Peter and Christine Kamm and from the Max von Moos Foundation,
and a donation by Dieter Schwarz.

This exhibition examines the reciprocal relationship between images and words since the
beginnings of Classical Modernism. In the late 19" century, artists and writers in search of new
forms of expression who were keen to break with conventions found inspiration in each other’s
discipline. Schiele wrote his own verses, inspired by the modern French poetry that was very
popular in Vienna at the turn of the century. Alfred Kubin illustrated books by Edgar Allan Poe,
Hermann Hesse, Elias Canetti and others. In 1908, Kubin himself wrote a novel that he published
the following year, entitled “Die andere Seite” (The Other Side), which featured 52 of his own
illustrations. Kubin in turn influenced writers such as Gustav Meyrink and Franz Kafka, along with
the German-speaking Surrealists of whom he is considered a precursor.

Marcel Duchamp played with words, using humour to ask critical questions of the art world’s
conventions. His work titles are often jarring and offer vivid mental images, while his
conceptual works have been a source of inspiration to many later artists, right down to the
present day. Language was a core element of art to the Dadaists. The carved it up, created
sound poems and experimented with rhythms and sonorities. The Surrealists also combined
elements of visual art and language that did not naturally belong together. Using methods
such as “écriture automatique” (Automatic writing), they explored their subconscious by
committing words, images and emotions to paper in an associative process. In the second half
of the 20" century, this dialogue between images and words continued in various forms. The
members of the Vienna Group (including Gerhard Riihm, Oswald Wiener and Friederike
Mayrdcker), to whom Dieter Roth was very close, worked intensively on the development of
sound poetry and visual poetry, based on the ideas of Dada and Surrealism.
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This fruitful relationship between images and words continues to exert an impact into our own
day. Linguistics and language, for example, have provided an important basis for the ceuvre
of the contemporary artist Bethan Huws. Her work often refers to art of the past — in particular
to Duchamp. Since 2020, the outside walls of the Kunsthaus have been illuminated by her
neon work “I've forgotten to feed the cat, | haven’t got a cat”.

The multifarious works in this exhibition from the Collection of the Kunsthaus Zug will be
organised chronologically and thematically. Sometimes playful, at other times poetic,
disconcerting and humorous, the exhibition will explore the relationship between visual art
and language in a manner accessible to the broader public.

With works by Herbert Bayer, Georges Braque, Giorgio De Chirico, Trudi Demut, Friedrich
Diirrenmatt, Max Ernst, Juan Gris, George Grosz, Bethan Huws, Wassily Kandinsky,
Friedrich Kiesler, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Paul Klee, Gustav Klimt, Oskar Kokoschka, Alfred
Kubin, Brigitte Kowanz, Meret Oppenheim, Dieter Roth, Egon Schiele, Kurt Schwitters,
Kurt Seligmann and many more.

This exhibition is being generously supported by
The Kamm Collection Foundation and Amafin AG
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Double exhibition
At the same time as “Image & Word — Artistic-literary references in the Collection”, the
Kunsthaus Zug is showing an exhibition curated by Matthias Haldemann entitled “Picasso347".

Accompanying programme & educational offerings

There is a multifaceted accompanying programme for this double exhibition. It includes “Art at
Lunchtime” events, guided tours and family workshops in German and English, plus the newly
introduced format “Art at Evening” that offers extended opening hours until 20:00 on the last
Thursday of every month. Age-appropriate workshops for schools and daycare facilities
remain on permanent offer from our Art Education specialists. The “ArtCompass” guide also
remains available free of charge at the ticket desk. It aims to provide both children and adults
with ideas for engaging creatively with the artworks being exhibited.

Media orientation: Thu, Jan 23,2025, 10:00, Kunsthaus Zug
Opening: Fri, Jan 24,2025, 18:00, Pfarreizentrum St. Michael, Kirchenstrasse 15, 6300 Zug

You can find images and texts for the press on our website, at:
kunsthauszug.ch/en/about/media

Media contact
Daniela Noser, head of communication, marketing, PR
kommunikation@kunsthauszug.ch, +41 41725 33 22

Kunsthaus Zug

Opening times: Tue—Fri 12:00-18:00, Sat—Sun 10:00-17:00, Mon closed

New: Open until 20:00 on the last Thursday of every month (except on public holidays)
Admission: Regular CHF 18, Reduced CHF 15, Kultur Legi CHF 9

(see website for those entitled to reductions and free entry)

Address: Kunsthaus Zug, Dorfstrasse 27, 6301 Zug

Accessibility: Please go online to find information on barrier-free access to the Kunsthaus Zug
Contact: info@kunsthauszug.ch, +41 41725 33 44

kunsthauszug.ch
Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, LinkedIn

#kunsthauszug #bildundwort # imageandword #sammlung #collection

#klassischemoderne #wienermoderne #dada #surrealismus

#herbertbayer #georgesbraque #giorgiodechirico #trudidemut #friedrichduerrenmatt
#maxernst #juangris #georgegrosz #bethanhuws #wassilykandinsky #friedrichkiesler
#ernstludwigkirchner #paulklee #gustavklimt #oskarkokoschka #alfredkubin #brigittekowanz
#meretoppenheim #dieterroth #egonschiele #kurtschwitters #kurtseligmann

#ausstellung #exhibition #museenzug #museum #kultur #zugkultur #inlovewithzug #zug
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